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The Level of Analysis and Methodology in the Arab Studies of International
Relations: An Analytical Study: 1966-1995

Adnan M. Hayajneh*

Abstract

This study investigates the Arabic academic writings in the field of international relations. It
attempts to answer two major questions: first, what is the state of the discipline? Second, what are the
factors that have influenced research in the Arab World? The study analyzed the development of
research in international relations in the Arab world over a period of thirty years: 1966-1995. It
discusses the new perspectives as well as obstacles facing the field. It offers a research agenda based
on its findings.

The data are collected in the study to answer the main questions of the study. The data sources
are from the two main journals in the Arab world: "Al-Mustagbal Al-Arabi and Al-Siasa AL-Dawlya”
The number of articles in the data set is 291. Articles were analyzed based on the criteria created on
the study. It includes the level of analysis, methodology, cumulative nature, type of data, concepts, and
operationalization. However, the study gives more attention to the empirical studies compared to the
explanatory studies.

The -study concludes that the Arab studies in international relations lacked scientific grounding
as well as the use of methodology. Most studies are descriptive in nature. No data sets were tested or
created. Aslo, it has been found that the political environment in the Arab World played an important
role in explaining the state of the discipline. Thus, the study urges researchers for more scientific work
in the field of international relations namely in the era of approaching the new millenium. It calls for
more scientific discussions on Globalism and other important issues pertaining to the Arab World. A
research agenda is offered to revitalize research in the field of international relations.
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